
464 Part 2  n  A Study of Individuals With Special Needs

•• Basic academic skills
•• Career/vocational skills
•• Independent living skills
•• Learning and literacy media
•• Orientation and mobility skills
•• Social interaction skills
•• Use of assistive technology
•• Verbal and nonverbal communication skills
•• Visual efficiency skills

Eligibility Determination
Recall that to determine eligibility for special education because of a disability, the 
IEP team must base its decision on data from multiple sources. A functional vision 
evaluation and a learning media assessment should be part of the initial evaluation for 
individuals with visual impairments. However, a student with a visual disorder may not 
be eligible for or need specialized services if the disorder has no adverse effect on the 
student’s educational progress.

Instructional planning requires a comprehensive assessment to establish current 
levels of performance. Using the information from multiple assessments, the team 
determines the student’s current levels of performance and develops an IEP. In keep-
ing with the requirements of IDEA, parents and students are informed and involved 
in all areas of the planning process.

The success of the IEP depends on selecting and using appropriate instruments that 
address issues or concerns relevant to the needs of the student with a visual impairment. 
This process may be completed by having appropriately trained personnel use both 
formal and informal assessment instruments. Few formal instruments are available, 
however, because children with visual impairments are diverse in age, background, and 
environmental influences, as well as in levels of visual abilities. Numerous factors, such 

  FIGURE 13.6  Examples of Braille
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